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BOOKS - THE TOOLS OF THE TRADE You don'c haw to read * book from cover

to cover. You use it to seek out leads. Books will read you to other books and original documents

consulted by the author.

HOW TO READ A BOOK LIKE A RESEARCHER Don\ get bogged down in

irrelevant subject matter. Don't read cover to cover especially on a subject like the First Wbrtd

War. or when focusing on MichaeJ ColMns.Winston Churchill or even Countess Markicvia - there

ire simpjy too many books. Decide which aspect you are studying, look at key sections and revisit

the source again if necessary. Make short points - don't read reams of notes again.

USE TBS INDEX At the back of most modern books there h an index listing all the relevant

people, places and events mentioned in the book. Write the key words from the title of your

project, and some others that come to mind, then using these words as a guide look at the index.

It is like reading a book back to front!

TAKE MOTE Taking notes from books can be time-consuming and tedious for the rEsearcher.

In feet it may be downright boring.To prevent misquotations it is important to photocopy material.

Highlight passages for qukk access • sounds obvious? I learned by imy own mistake*, having been

sloppy about exact quotations, prior to publication I had to revisit all my material material

consulted m many different Institutions and libraries even those in different cities. Take heed!

Ahvays note details; the author, the title in full (plus subtitles), the publishers, place of publication,

and the date of publkatkm. why! The book may have gone to several printings. It is often a good

idea to look at later reprints of the book in question. Sometimes ^ author will revisit the

publication making corrections and additions.Thls Information may be important for your study. It

Remember Use the index,

ii is reading a book back to front!
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is also important when you are collecting reSearch to note where you located a book, specialty

if you are visiting a number of libraries and archives. It is surprising how much material can be

gathered and how easy it is to forget where you found an item, Murphy's Law ensures that you

only copied haK the page, you need more information or you need to check a quote, h is also

valuable to have noted the classifectkm number; which te die number that is on the spine of die

book. This will prevent you having to spend more time locating it again.

PARAPHRASE DON'T PLAGIARISE Ptypari&m Is to steal the thoughts or words of

another in literary competition. Don't write chunks of material from the main book on your

topic. Ft will be obvious if you rely too heavify on the work of someone else; your own writing

style will be obvious- It t% important to close the book and rewrite what you think they were

Hying in the book in your own words. Then make a short Synopsis of the piece and then go back

and extract key quotations that back your argument.

USE BOOKS AS GUIDES TO OTHER SOURCES The bibliography of a book

is of immense help when you arc researching. It shows where the author got histoer Information

Unfortunately, the author rarely indicates which book was the most helpful, although sometimes

an author will refer to a book in the text and it will be obvious where he got his information.

Academic books haw endnotes and footnotes that credit the source of their information.

: At this point you are probably feeling thai the library is a complete maze

il is still a daunting task to undertake research.

the following are some short cms to finding original sources:
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* PRIMARY MATERIAL IN THE SECONDARY SOURCE Primary material hi

secondary sources sounds a bit of a contradiction but there are books where primary material is

quoted for its own sake- These books are of immense value especially if you are unable to view

the material itselfThese books ako point you to sources that have onty come to light as the result

of hours spent by experts in the fidd seeking out relevant sources,

to Their Own Vokt, Women and trtsh Wotwmafem by Margaret Ward. (Attic Press, Dublin, 1995) has

excerpts from books, magazines, newspapers and manuscripts both published and unpublished

detailing the rc4e of women from the 1900s to the 1950s- The material comes from unusual

publications such as Tht Capuchin Annuof 1966. newspapers such as The Ltodw (1909) Shan Van

VteftE (1890s), and Bean na hiircann, (1908-191 1}. Ward also uses manuscript material such as

unpublished memoirs and autobiographies and Curnann na mBan literature. These sources are

atypical and the types of manuscript that hold valuable material for many different scholars on

related copies. Each piece is prefaced with a brief introduction to contextualise the materialWho

better to guide you through the sources than one of the foremost women historians, Margaret

Ward. In this book she states;

4% This is their voice, as they wrote in the newspapers of the day and as they

explained themselves in Autobiographies, letters and speeches. - I wanted

to reveal voices as they would be found if on* were to enter the world o£

dusty tones, precious files of manuscripts and the intricacies of micrafiche

and Hii ft, EC is not easy, finding this voice. Much of it is buried,

accessible only to those with the tio* to explore the archives.

The ideal h to give scholars, teachers and researchers access to material that they may not locate

tor themselves. The Jrrsb Narratives Series 1998/8999 from Cork University Press sets out to bring

archives to Me. using a selection of unpublished papers.The books present entire manuscripts rather

than the usual short excerpts.These books were produced with class discussion in mind, to provide

new material for essays and giving students erf Irish history new avenues to explore.The editor of

the series David Frapatrick writes:

^JJ
Personal narratives of past lives are essential for understanding c?ld

of history - Itvis series _ offers a novel opportunity for readers interested

in Irish history to discover fresh and exciting sources of personal testimony.

One of the books in this series is The Mis/ft SoWier Edward Casey's War Story 1914-1918 edited by

Joanne Burke (CUR 1 999}. The original typescript is held by the Imperial War Museum. Written

under the pseudonym of )ohn William Roworth, Edward Casey wrote his story of the 1914*1918
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World Vvar aged 82 from his home in New Zealand- He wrote his memoir as a "documentary

enterprise' which he state* has 'a tot offba and a itafc dosh of jSction
1

His account is valuable for what

he telb us of the British Army during the FirstWorid War, but hl$ observations of Ireland during this

period are of particular interest CO Irish scholars. Not least his account erf his visit to his cousins in

KilmaJI&tk, County Limerick in 1914 whkh gives a wonderful pen picture of the eri.

39 I 90t a letter from my old Mother ... telling me - I had an Aunt (her Sister.)

living at a town called Kilmallock in the 'County of Limerick, _ arriving at

the torn of Kilmallock - The Locals did not look very Eriendly and [when]

asking where my Aunt lived _ two or three people ignored me and continued to

walk en. - a priest - told me Cthatj thi* tc*m was a Sinn Fein stronghold,

and he supparted his flock, and chat my Cousin was an Officer in the Limerick

cenpamy. |He said} *I will take you in. I will b* interested in his reactions

[to the fact that] he has a very close blood relation who is on the other

aide. He took me in [to] the house without knocking, and when my Aunt „ said

in her deep Irish Limerick brogues 'And what in the none of God are [you]

bringing into my house? A British soldier! Aral I r» telling you Father, he

is not welcome _ they accepted me, as a relation. But in ay own mind I had

the feeling that I was only tolerated because I was (in a way* family.

This is a very useful account written about Limerick during the 1 914- 1 9 18 war, which in its

entirety contains many additional gems erf information to use in your rest arch. The way Casey

write* has the immediacy of oral accounts; the voice of the author is evident It is a good example

of how a minor character in a historical event can make a historical contribution on a number of

different levels. Many people would be able to describe the hostility to the British Army in Ireland

at this time but very few, if any, would have transcribed their account By writing this memoif of

the 1914- 1918 War Edward Casey has preserved many other items of interest to the historian-

But don't quote it or transcribe it until you have examined it Remember these are the

recollections of an old man. His memories have been coloured by the passage of time.
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Looking at books and the *clcctiOA of materia.!, one could get carried away with selection and

forget about the "relevant' data. Let us take an example: Clarke, Kathleen, nie Daly f 1 878- i 972}

ftcrafutronflry and Politician. Her life story is told in brief in Tne Wbm*n oflfthnd,A

Bhfrophicol Dktion&y ty Kit and Cyril 6 C^irin.Tir Eo4as. 1996:

bom m fredencfc Street UmtfkK *»» « fa**? of J"** bu*ine« peopfc w*h on earepbono% strong

iefwbfcon barimpound Her father had been vnprBtVKd Jbr mbtmtnt m the ferwn ftunf and on

untie was JTjprrSOned ]bf *fr frf fwion OOMOes * 8ntt*i Her mothe*-,, *fife reanWf rune chrfdren ran

successful oVcssmafcinf txnmess.At the are of «fhfeen, afcr her /btfWi deotr\ KocMeen opened feer own

rfr«si/>op SrVe»rteiwed»*fewlorfc « fWJ. to marry Tarn Oarfce, he/ witfcs dose friend fitm Mmonk pdm

m England wnere oSc tones had served flfeen year* The eoupfe ran a successful farm and1 morfcrt-pirden business unOJ

rjney Jtwrneo* w rVoiond m 1907 and opened a tobacconists and news-ajeixy. KfffihJeert itfppOfWd ne/ rwsbantf s

anemia DO organise another /ebeAon ogansr Smaft rufe. She was active in Cumann na rnfian from its inauguration m

1914. onjjomunj the cenEraf branch and hearty inrohed in leauriof &»d pompnrereewifc wMt n?annf three cnAfrm The

Su*>«wOjw>c*ofDHf Wcn*^^ WoRrsinga^rter^ofwft^^

repuMcan movement should the ttbeMoa fa*. (hit>n$ the ftitrtj, the wo* orrwed and
1

tflfcen to Dubftn Castre ana; on her

reitm, Mowwf the executions of both her husband and brother, formed the Jfa Commerce of the iron totonteer

Dependants rvnd to orf the dependants ofthe deceased or imprisoned insurgents. H was Kathleen vmc |0>e Michael

CoMns his (first position in outftorrty * the ttpwbfcon movement by appointing htm secretory to J 918 she became the

r*ivpresi0>#ir of Cumann na mBan and was one of four women elected to dV eawoove of the new Sm ftto She

Cdnopa^ned ofoirwr eomxrtpc&i ond. on the pretext of inspected trajsanoofc amspirocy wih Germany, wot joied fat

/ww rrwnihs ri Ho*c*vay r^^ WO she was ekaed Mderman

for Wood Quay and Moonqcy words m (he DufcAn Afcjniapal Ejections and chaired the north dry itpubkm tOuTO j« up

by Sinn ftsn. At the same period, the wos oka *wcAred ** dV WJm* Oo«, wfrah had came to &He aid of war mc&ms

oVoughout Jrefand KatMeen, ejected Co the second Ddi in i 920, percety opeotea" the Treaty wnn the other sir women

depwtie*. She cno*ea* m* fated nefofknom ro ovoid the Or* War and tost her seat in the eketions rnme6otety

afterwards. She ief* Sirm Fejn m t92& and, wrth Countess /tortowu,jwned oSe new^fbrmed fionna foi and wos rWied

to its eaea/owe- Ho*in| served os a f*now ffom 192 7-^?J6t she become the |&s< woman Lond Mayor afDubhn in * 9J9.

p%3eMeen apposed aeKilr^ on tte *** twotetted that ihe M «n > conrraoVwn

to the 19 16 PnxktmaQon m its secnons affecan% women She protested aswi on the same fmunosv Ofonfl de fafero's

J 93 7 Consocuoon Ond in the J9<0s oarWe#r cornpofneol OfO**w the trratmen* ofrepupocan pnsoners by the fianna Fa*

Gownvnent When her teim of office as lord Mayor ended, after |he years, if* 1 944r she «*fcn*d from &oww fdJ ondl

four year* tae/ ot the oje of jeveney-one, siood ansuccetsji^ far me new*r (fenned Cionn no Pabhchta ftany in nbf

reneroi eketions. Kathleen Cktrke was fomfered wnrt arr HoMrory ftocfloroct oflow by ehe NooonoV Onheratr of frtrond

during r>»e SC^1
onnftrrsary of oSe £nsref Asm£ and wca pwn a Siate funeraf «? tr>e Pro—Catrwdrt/ DMn. after dfnf

in her son s tirtrpooH home on SepKrtibe/ 2?, C^72. - „
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Lets use this piece as the basis of a scud/ en Kathleen Cbrke - wc r*ecd a tide - Kauhteen Oarf*,

a remwn&erKf as she wok™ of one of the 1916 taxfers y*t she was one of the toy po*t*<rf figure* of 20th

MMury totfi HrttOrp

SOURCES OF FURTHER INFORMATION:

Read up on who were the Dalys of Limerick? What was meir Fenian h^ttery? A word or warning - focus

on your topic In depth rcscArch on the Bah/S « Ihii Stage CouM eastfy lead you in a deferent direction from

the subject you are researching. Eto aware that af you need is to ghe yourself a context, you vy>*nc w know who

Kathleen was. why did she become a central figure In k*h potties. Much of the kifarmation you read will be

•rrekvatit to Che topic you have chosen, fc would be very relevant tf your topic was The Dalys of L*nerKfc - t

family of Patriots - )nd you were tooting at Che role of the Daly* in the Fenian Rebc&on and the 19 1 6 Rising,

Find out about Cumann mi mBan - what type of an organisation w** kZ Art there amy books written on

Cumanfl m nriBan? Is Kathleen Clarice menboned? A|pln your research I* fl« on Cumann na mBan but

Kathleen Clarke's rc4e \r\ the formation of tNt orpnfeartiooL To make it easier, if possible, focus on Central

Branch, mis was Kathleen's cumann, Remember that you arc looking for a quote that would say chat Kathleen

was an important rnember of the organisation of Cumann na m&an at the time of ic* formation. Quotations

can be from pnmary or secondiry sources. Alio took a* I9S-6 when Kathleen Clarice was elected as vice-

president of Cumann na mftan. was chert a reason?

The 191 6 Rhang-chtstctpKfS rose and m* announce

ever written unless you wane to devote a year to research Look up the catalogue m the fcfarary and find (he most

recent puoikactons ctn tf* (Dpic. fo^ 1 9 16 Rising.

The mow innporeant pan of yCH» s

Week.' In the piece above you have been toad the most impoftiftt iniormaoon in relation to Kathleen and the

Rising; The Supnpnt CeuncJ ef the AAfi entrusted ner men the detak of the «mckd t9t6 Art«ij and me tmk of

ttt*toni*x me repubkon mmrmrt snoufcf the mbe*on fad. You must try to locate every piece of informaocKi on

this took m books discussing 1916. The Question here it where did the 6 Ceirira get the*- information^

Research the Irish Volunteer Dependants* Fund Find out what was the Irish wAmceer Dependant's Fund.

This 1* only to gh* a line of explanation m your piece- the question a what was Ka^Neent role? Find out any

addttonaJ information on Kathleen appointing Michael Collins as secretary and why that might be important.
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Research the underground government in the War of Independence (In 1919 Kathleen was elected

AJdcrman Tor Wood Quay and MounqoyWard m the Dublin Municipal Election*) and th* Sinn FeJn Courts

(Kathleen chaired the north city repubfcean courts tec up by Sirw F#in) Remember your theme, these are other

ares* of research.You are not wrung the history of the underground government in the War of (ndependenee

or the htttory of the S*nn Fein Court* - jfou wan« to know what part Kathleen played and how important rt

wm. Look out for quot

Read up on the White Cross and to work. Afiin toofc tor reference* co Kathleen Garfoe.You w#1 onh/ need

a tone or two about the White Creit and its importance at this time.

Research Kathleen's election as aTD in 1*20 and m particular her opposition to th* Treaty in the debate*

m the Dili. A Tip: The Treaty debates *r*pu6kth*d and n *t an ideal place to locate quotations Are there an/

statements Kathleen Clarke made in (he Diil that would illustrate that she was a politician whose be!*fs

Inkenced others? You arc toW m the bksjraphicaJ -essay that Kathleen chaired the neeotacions to prevent a

CMl War - try to find out when and where these discussions took ptace. those in attendance, and why

Kathleen was asked to chair the taks? Don't be frustrated rf you can't find the Informaxton. maybe *t was never

recorded, search and move on.

Research Kathleen's involvement in the foundation of Fiajtna Fail- Hex role as Senator from 1 926- 1 916.

These may be areas to find ortginal research. The suesoon to keep m mind « how important was her role in

all thete events.

It if important to look in detail at Kathleen Clarke's role as Lord Mayor of Dublin, 1 939- 1 944. She»U

the first woman to hold this office; chfc posfcton alone would have made her a feey figure in Irish pontics of the

day. A rood ptace to search is newspapers - find out the date she was elected and the day her term ended.

Start a few days »n aovance of her election taking up oflke and continue a couple o* days after her departure.

until after the weekend, so chat you don't miss any possible coverage

Look up obituaries as they will give a summation of Kathleen's Irfc and may provide weW information and

quotations Don't book onfr on the 29 September 1 972. her date or death: look at the time of the state funeral

wh«h will be some time later as she died in Liverpool.

key points to remember She is remembered as a widow of a 1916 leader;

She was one ol the key political figures of 20th century- Irish History
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She is remembered as a wi«fow of a 191© leader: This can be dealt with in the opening secdon;

it gives you an opportunity to place Kathleen in context. What information is Important?

She; married Tom Clark* In 1 90 1 - Who ww T6*n Oar**? It n ftmoiifted here - nrmernber your piece is

on Kathleen not Tom Clarke. Tom Oorfce, her uncle s dose friend from MMxmk prison in England when- the totter

had srrvfrf fifteen |*ors You have already learned chat you don't put dtown tshii sentence verbatim that would

be to piagtfrrt* to you rewrite using the information. Kathleen, from a nationalise family in Limerick,

met Tom Clarke, when he wax released from orison in England where he had spent fifteen years

for Fenian activity. He had hiin Imprisoned with Kathleen"* Uncfe John Daly.

Now move on n the story - what die b important? . The whole point of the next paragraph is to get to Che

Rising and sort talking about her rol*_Tne fccu are that Kidiiwn Oah/ innmgratod to Amerta in 1901 where

she manned The ChnVei ran a successful farm and market-garden business until they returned to Ireland in

1907 and opened a tobacconists and news-agency. Ask yourself how relevant is this information? The

important ptcce comes next: Kathleen supported her husband** aciempa to ergOMsf another rebejbon ojonv.r ftfirrfh

nJe. She «w octhe in Cumonn no mfton from in influfwooon in 1914, onjanfcinf the centra* brand* and fteoviy

The key point is: Kathleen shared her husband's political ideals and during the- year* of her

marriage five wu a founder member of Cumann na mBan (another way of saying she was sn Cumann

na mBan from its inauguration), it is important that you explain Cunnann na mfian hart, wfch a very brief

dtacuutofi of lu. importance She undertook this work as well as running the family shop and

rearing her three small children. During the Rising - explain her role and mention the most Important

point here:- The SufpnmicCounaV offc \9t6 Aicntf one} the test

offcorjoneanf the rrpubecon movement sAomW oSe reMta frJ This is your central theme. NOT the execution

of the leaders, you must mention that her husband and only brother Ned were executed but dflfli dwell on

c You want to say that history ho* r«m*mbered her a* the widow ofTom Girfc*. thus overshadowing her

part in the planning and her rote in shaping the outcome of the rebefcon and her subsequent contribution as

a public figure. Once you have done tha die first half of jour question has been dtafc wfcth.
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In the second half of the question you are required no took at Kathleen's potocal **>: KathJaan Mri up llw

Irish Volunteer Dependant* Fund to aid th# dependant* of tf» deceased or imprisoned

insurgents. (ckpb.m) It was Kathleen who brought Michael Collins to prominence in the republican

movement by appointing him secretary, and therefore giving Mm access to all chat* who had

been imprisoned as a result of the Using, This established hrt o«worfc which was SO important to the

outcome of theWar ol independence. You must examine this in some detail, show how her invoh«m«ni; in

this organisation gave Kathleen a key position and Now by tuoporting tne pritoneri lamihes. the |jais roots of

the mtkomhnat mov-tmont took root

Kathleen Clarke was active in the underground government during the War of Independence, as

an Alderman in Dublin Corporation and was a judge In the Sinn Fein courts. She was alactad a

TO in I $7Qf and took part In the Treaty debate-*, [She} joined the newly formed Fianna Fail and

was elected to its executive. Having served as a senator from I VIA- 1 936, she became the first

woman Lord Mayor of Dublin in 1 93*. The** ant important rota and dauftru* her ai i central figure in

th* political life of this period. Discuss all these achievements as part of your rcsea ch and in doing so you

will illustrate how she was a key poUcal figure m 20"" century Irish poinxs.

A Chrol fto-tauta losa, dean Uacalr* *r

a hanam.
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I ndtl-chuimhne ar

CHAITLIN Ul CHLEIRIGH
(BaiAtroaeh

Tom4(» S. Ul CU.Hfih e baaaiodh
I rrp.ailo Atna C-llalh

ftearia.no 3 1016)

a 6V6ag Me&n Ffjmhair 29
1972 In aols 94 Mlana.

A THIARHAr gura mo a flhaachftltih »«
la sola* a thebltilrt uai-n n4 la tola* a
lorg, t* go dtulgfinm n* go dlulgfl m4, k
oo ngra&inn n« go ngraolai me. Mar li
lrl tinafhalrt uilfln Hub thugtar dalr.n.
tri dheermed a dheanamh onilnn iota It

t* a malohrold lulaclnt orelnn tt»\n. tri

mhaUnain* la aa a mhaltoar dyfcnn. irld
an mbas Is aa a thooiar chun na beasha

(oral l*nn.
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